Two paths to elite production: what OPS reveals about AUSL's most overlooked hitters
Home runs get the highlight reels. On-base percentage doesn't. That gap is exactly why OPS (on-base plus slugging) earned its place as a foundational sabermetric stat: it forces you to credit the players whose value doesn't show up in a box score's flashiest column.

Look at the Athletes Unlimited Softball League's 2026 season through home runs alone, and the same handful of sluggers dominate the conversation. Look through OPS instead, and a very different story opens up. One built around two players whose production comes from almost opposite skill sets, and who both deserve more attention than they're getting.
The leaderboard shift
Among AUSL hitters with at least 30 at-bats this season, the OPS leaderboard is topped by Sami Williams and Maya Brady, both hitting for serious power (7 home runs each) with OPS figures above 1.5. No surprise there because power and OPS usually move together.

But eighth on that same list is Erin Coffel of the Bandits, with an OPS of 1.120, which is ahead of several recognizable power hitters, and built on exactly one home run all season.
Erin Coffel: the case for patience
Coffel's batting line looks ordinary at a glance: a .333 average, 12 hits, barely any power (.556 slugging). What isn't ordinary is her on-base percentage of .564, and the product of a 27.3% walk rate, comfortably the highest of any player in this group, and nearly five points clear of the next closest player.

Break down exactly how she reaches base, and the picture sharpens further: of her 31 total times on base this season, nearly half came via walk rather than hit. Most players at the top of this leaderboard get there by hitting the ball hard. Coffel gets there by refusing to chase.

It's a smaller sample than a full MLB season — 55 plate appearances are enough to trust the pattern, not enough to call it fully proven — but the size and consistency of the gap between her walk rate and everyone else's make it hard to write off as noise.
Megan Grant: patience and power
The more interesting complication in this story is Megan Grant. On the surface, she looks like she belongs in the same "hidden gem" bucket as Coffel, with a 22.4% walk rate, the second-highest in the group. But Grant isn't a low-power on-base specialist. She's tied for the AUSL home run lead with 7, and her .773 slugging percentage rivals anyone in the league.

Plotting walk rate against home run rate across this group makes the distinction visually obvious: Coffel sits alone in one corner (extreme patience, almost no power), Grant sits alone in the opposite corner (extreme patience and real power), and everyone else lands somewhere in between, trading one for the other.

That matters because Grant's plate discipline is easy to miss for the opposite reason Coffel's production is easy to miss. Coffel's value is invisible because she has no power to draw attention. Grant's patience is invisible because her power draws all the attention. Commentary on a 7-homer season rarely credits the batting eye that got her the pitches to hit in the first place.
Why this matters beyond two players
Neither of these stories shows up if you're sorting AUSL's season by home runs alone. Both show up immediately once you sort by OPS and ask a simple follow-up question: why is this player's OPS this high?

That's really the whole case for the stat. OPS doesn't replace the eye test — it corrects it by weighting the two things that most directly produce runs (not making outs and hitting for extra bases) instead of the one thing that's easiest to notice on a highlight reel.

For a league as new and under-analyzed as the AUSL, that correction matters more than it would for a league that's already been picked over. Coffel and Grant aren't obscure by MLB standards; they're obscure because almost nobody has run this analysis on this league yet.



Data: AUSL 2026 season statistics, minimum 30 at-bats. Walk rate and on-base composition are calculated from plate appearance data.

